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Candidate Name Susan Owens 

Position sought Supreme Court Position 2 

Residence LD Olympia WA 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

Yes 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name People for Justice Susan Owens 

Web page 

 

www.JusticeSusanOwens.com  

Campaign Email 

address 

info@justicesusanowens.com  

Manager KRISTEN OLBRECHTS & BARBARA CHADWICK 

Campaign mailing 

address 

6963Littlerock Road SW Tumwater WA 98512 

Campaign phone 

number 

360-866-6082 

Campaign FAX   
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

Duke University B.A. political Science 1971 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill J.D. 1975 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

After 35 years, I have no idea, but it has been a lot! 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

No 

 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes  Hundreds in Clallam County. 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

No 

 

http://www.justicesusanowens.com/
mailto:info@justicesusanowens.com
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court None 

District Court 19 years worth as Judge. Four as attorney. 

Superior Court jury trials None 

Arguments in Court of Appeals Two or three. 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

Eleven years worth 

Federal District Court trials None 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? Working on receiving these ratings 

for this cycle, they are pending. 2006 ratings shown here 

Municipal League Exceptionally Well Qualified (2006) 

King County Bar Association 
Qualified (2006) 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Exceptionally Well Qualified (2006) 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Exceptionally Well Qualified (2006) 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Well Qualified (2006) 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally Well Qualified (2006) 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Well Qualified (2006) 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

Former Justices have all endorsed (except Justice Sanders). 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Lots of Judicial candidates. 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation. 

No. 
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List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

Two that I remember in the 80’s. Both were summarily dismissed. 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

Judicial experience. 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration?  

Please don’t get me started! I look forward to discussing this in the interview. 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system?  

I have supported many in my votes on the Court. 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

Plain language forms, simplify discovery, let the free market reign. 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek?  

Commission on Public Defense, Interpreter Commission, Rules Committee.  I really want to 

chair Gender & Justice Commission. 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain.  

I am opposed to that proposal. 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details?. 
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A few times –years ago 

 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff?  

Absolutely. had a handicapped clerk, and worked with people of color, gbl and other ethnic 

backgrounds in my office. 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

The main messages of my campaign are that we need an experienced jurist to 

serve the people of Washington State and ensure thoughtful rulings, based on the 

law. I have been honored to serve as a Washington State Supreme Court Justice. It 

has allowed me the ability to combine my love for the law and our great state. 

My campaign plan is to travel throughout the state to continue to stay connected to 

the people of Washington. I plan to show the importance of having a deep 

knowledge of the law and an understanding of the personal impact of the law. I 

have two experienced staffers and an excellent consulting team, and I hope to earn 

the support of the democrats to assist me in my doorbelling efforts. I will raise 

between $50,000 and $300,000, depending on whether I get an opponent, and 

whether I have a Primary or not. 

I will win because I have the judicial experience that the people of Washington need 

on our state’s highest court, and a love of the job that shows in everything I do. 

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Susan Owens Date 3/03/12 

Signature  

 

 


