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2012 CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
FOR NON-JUDICIAL CANDIDATES 

The Municipal League of King County requests that every candidate who participates in the candidate 
evaluation process submit background information prior to his/her interview with a candidate 
evaluation committee. The questionnaire provides the basis for the League’s research and interview 
process. The League’s ratings are non-partisan, and based on standards of: Involvement, Effectiveness, 
Character, and Knowledge, all of which have been developed and refined over the past 100 years. 
 
A copy of this questionnaire will be provided to Candidate Evaluation Committee members to help them 
prepare for your interview. Candidate responses, except the confidential section, will be available to the 
public on the League’s website.   
 
The Municipal League requests the following materials from candidates. Please check to make certain 
you have sent in your: 
 

X Candidate Questionnaire 
 Sent by: X Email  US Mail                     Not Sending 

X Resume (education, employment, and professional activities) 
 Sent by: X Email  US Mail   Not Sending 

 Campaign Materials 
 Sent by:  Email  US Mail   Not Sending 

 Constituent Newsletters and other publications 
 Sent by:  Email  US Mail   Not Sending 

X Photograph 
 Sent by: X Email  US Mail   Not Sending 
 

 

Note: Electronically submitted questionnaires are strongly preferred. All materials can be emailed to 
cec@munileague.org.  They can be processed and made available online far more rapidly than 
handwritten or typed submissions. 

 

For non-electronic submissions, please print clearly and legibly and return the application as soon as 
possible in order to allow the committee the greatest amount of time to prepare a complete report on 
your skills and experience. 

If you have not yet been contacted to schedule an interview, or if you have questions about the 
candidate evaluation program, please contact the League office at 206-622-8333.  
 
If you have a disability and require accommodation to participate in the candidate evaluation process, 
please contact the CEC Coordinator at the League office. 

  

A League volunteer Candidate Investigator is waiting to receive your questionnaire to begin 
his or her work. Please complete and return the questionnaire to the League office at your 
earliest convenience. 
 
Please have your materials to us no later than May 18th, 2012.   
 
Email the completed questionnaire and other materials to: 
cec@munileague.org 

 
 
 



Municipal League of King County 2012 Candidate Questionnaire  Page 1 of 6 

2012 Candidate Questionnaire 
 

SECTION I   
 

BASIC CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

 

1. Name as it will appear on the ballot 
 

First Name Middle Initial or Nickname Last Name 
Roger  S Davidheiser 

   

 

2. Office sought (include office, jurisdiction, position/district number): 
 

King County Superior Court,  Position 25 
 

3. Are you the incumbent?    Yes X  No 
 
 

4. How long have you resided in this district/city? 
 

24 years 
 

5. How long have you resided in King County? 
 

24 years 
 

6. Is the office sought partisan or nonpartisan?   Partisan  X  Nonpartisan  
      

7. If partisan, please indicate party:         
 

CAMPAIGN CONTACTS 
 

 
Campaign Name: 

 

Roger Davidheiser for Superior Court Judge 
 
Address: 

 

P.O. Box 2419 
 
City/State/Zip: 

 

Vashon Island WA 98070 
 
Campaign Phone: 

 
206-920-1041 

 
Campaign E-mail: 

 
info@davidheiserforjudge.com 

 
Campaign Website: 

 
www.davidheiserforjudge.com 

 

POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
 

1. Beginning with the most recent position, please list public offices you have held.  Include positions on appointive boards or 
commissions. 

 

Public Office Elective or 
Appointive? 

Dates Held Leadership Role (if any) 

Senior Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney 
 

Appointive 
 

02/1991 to 
present 
 

Senior Trial Attorney and 
founding member of the 
homicide unit, MDOP 
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

      
 

 

2. If you ran for public office but were not elected, please list those races below: 
 

Office Title Year of Run 
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 SECTION II 
 

In this section, we are seeking responses that reflect the four ratings criteria: involvement, effectiveness, character, 
and knowledge. These are defined as follows: 

 

 Involvement: What has the candidate done previously in family, neighborhood, community, volunteer work, 
employment or public life to suggest readiness to accomplish challenging objectives? How do these activities 
demonstrate readiness for the challenges unique to the office sought? 

 

 Effectiveness: Has the candidate demonstrated promise of being productive in the office sought? Has the 
candidate shown the ability to work with other people?  

 

 Character: Do the candidate's personal traits show the ability to take on the responsibilities of campaigning for 
and holding the public office she or he is seeking? Is the candidate a leader, participant or observer? Is the 
candidate trustworthy, reliable and candid? 

 

 Knowledge: Has the candidate demonstrated the willingness and ability to learn and adapt? Does the candidate 
understand the duties and challenges of the office sought? Does the candidate have a firm grasp of the issues 
important to his or her constituency and their potential effects? 

 

 
1. In one page or less, why are you running for this office? (Note: the interview committee will be given a copy of 

this statement before your interview; at the beginning of your interview you will have the opportunity to expand 
on this statement in any way you wish.) 

 

I’m running for judge because I care deeply about the quality of justice and the need to give all 
citizens a meaningful voice in our courts. I have spent my life ensuring that justice is served whether 
that be in putting away the murderers/organized crime offenders or in making sure that victims of 
violent crimes are valued and allowed the same access to justice that everyone should have. In the 
last 21 years, I have appeared in more than 100 cases in front of most of the judges on the King 
County bench.  
 
I am currently only one of two of all the Superior Court candidates this year who have been rated 
“Exceptionally Well-Qualified” by the King County Bar Association.  
 
In the past two decades, I have led the investigations of some of the most complex criminal cases, 
some of the most heinous crimes, and the first convictions of organized crime and murder here in 
King County: 

 The Quy Nguyen organized crime murders in the Vietnamese community: first organized 
crime/murder convictions here in years; 

 The Leemah Carneh (four family members murdered) where the mental health of the 
defendant was at issue and provoked me to write changes in the criminal code to close the 
gaps in the competency statutes. I testified in the State House and Senate and got new 
legislation passed to deal with cases where mental health is at issue. 

 The Bellevue triple homicide in the Rafay and Burns case, which involved international crime 
and needed cooperation with Canada’s Royal Canadian Mounted Police as well as getting 
critical information out of a hostile Japanese witness. This case was featured on CBS News 
“48 Hours.” 

 The Gary Ackley murders in 1997 where we used creative forensic advances to get the 
conviction. It was later featured on A & E’s “Forensic Files.” 

 
But I have also been called the prosecutor with a heart. I have paid special attention to victims of 
horrid crimes who never thought their opinion or loss was important. From the homeless man who 
was beaten to death under the I-5 bridge near Green Lake to the prostitute who was pummeled into 
critical condition by a man refusing to pay only blocks from the courthouse, I have championed 
marginalized victims who thought they had no hope of obtaining justice.  
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If elected, I will work tirelessly to ensure that all people in King County are provided fair judicial 
process that is rooted in law, reason, and common sense, tempered by compassion and empathy.  
 
I offer a passion and commitment to justice that has been forged by a quarter century of legal 
experience in both the private and public sectors.  I have spent the last 21 years as a public 
prosecutor seeking justice for the people of King County.   

2. Describe your most important personal characteristics or traits as they relate to the office you seek. 
 

 

I embrace the broad and diverse values of our community.  I live close to the land on a small farm on 
Vashon Island and I am a widower who stood by my wife as she contracted a horrible – and terminal 
disease over a decade ago which took her life a year ago; I am a committed bicycle commuter who 
loves the exercise, fresh air and youthful freedom of riding a bike.  I am a single Dad raising two boys 
who are in or headed to college.  I’ve been involved in youth athletics, keeping Vashon safe and 
clean, and making sure that I was available 24/7 as the Senior Prosecutor who had to be on call to 
respond to the scenes of murders for years on end. 
 
I am proud to have been a senior prosecutor in an office that has led the way for hiring more women 
than men over the last decade – and a strong advocate of supporting women on the Superior Court 
Bench (which now has more than 50% women judges). I am proud to have been rated “Highly 
Qualified” for this position by the Washington Women Lawyers. 
 
And I have taken on cases that spoke to access to justice for all: a prostitute beat to an inch of her 
life because she insisted on being paid as agreed upon. She came to us and assumed we would 
laugh at her. We represented her; we helped her find attire that was appropriate for the courtroom; 
and we obtained a conviction for her. Same has been true for families where a member committed 
murder against the family – and the family had no confidence that they would be respected. Same 
was true in handling cases of homeless victims who believed they were never going to have the 
same access to justice as others with a roof over their heads. 
 
I am committed. I am fair. I am objective. I am open-minded and non-judgmental, and I bring intense 
empathy and compassion to my work as well as a tireless work ethic.  I am passionate about the 



Municipal League of King County 2012 Candidate Questionnaire  Page 4 of 6 

drama that is the human story and I work hard every day trying my best to step into the shoes of 
everyone that we share our community with free of judgment and preconceived bias.  I excel and 
thrive in the grey areas that represent the true state of human interaction because it is only there that 
crying voices can be heard and true justice can be found. 

 
3. Please describe, in sufficient detail, one to three accomplishments or contributions of which you are most 

proud. These examples should illustrate skills and capabilities you think apply to the office you are seeking.  
These accomplishments may have occurred at any time in your personal, professional, or public life.   

 

I am particularly proud of my work ensuring all have access to justice.  As a public prosecutor for 21 
years, I have routinely worked with victims of crime.  Among these have been some of the most 
vulnerable and marginalized citizens among us.  These have included children of abuse, victims of 
domestic violence and sexual assault and exploitation and surviving family members grieving over 
the loss of a child, sibling or spouse who fell prey to a murderer.  Many of these individuals came to 
us with little or no hope of obtaining justice for their loss because of their status as drug users, 
prostitutes, and individuals living risky or unpopular lifestyles.  I treated all with respect and dignity 
and worked hard to give them their day in court in search of justice for their loss.   
 
One story referred to above stands out and I will amplify it.  A number of years ago, a drug addicted 
prostitute was brutally raped and beaten almost to death by a man she agreed to have sex with but 
who refused to pay her.  When I first met the victim, she was without hope that the criminal justice 
system would hear her pleas for justice because of her drug addiction and resulting lifestyle.  Her 
strength and desire to overcome her addiction and escape the life she was living was inspiring. With 
a donation of a hand-made dress, and a focused prosecution, her rapist was ultimately successfully 
prosecuted.  The victim was empowered by this experience and went on to get treatment to 
overcome her drug addiction. 
 
I am also proud of my work as lead counsel for the government in the case of State v. Leemah 
Carneh, a complex, high profile investigation and litigation of a homicide involving the murder of four 
members of a family. After more than eight years litigating complex mental health issues, I obtained 
convictions to four counts of aggravated murder.   In addition to the severity of the crime and 
resulting charges, this matter was significant because it presented challenging questions regarding 
the delivery of justice. On the one hand there was the incredible impact this crime had on the 
surviving family members and the toll the seemingly ceaseless litigation took on them as they 
demanded justice for their loved ones. On the other hand was the challenge of ensuring that the 
accused, who presented with significant mental health issues, was treated fairly, his rights were 
respected, and culpability was adjudicated in a just manner.  A family member wrote the following 
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about this case: 
 
“In 2001 my mother, my father, my son and his girlfriend were brutally murdered in our family home. 
The person responsible for killing my family fought for almost nine years to escape accountability for 
his crimes, going through three judges and countless court hearings. Roger worked tirelessly 
throughout to obtain justice for my family’s loss. He was committed to seeing the law work for us and 
was compassionate, empathetic and patient as he led us through the many complexities of both the 
legal and mental health systems. Roger's regard for the fairness of the law is unparalleled. I was 
witness to his commitment for the rights of the defendant while still seeking justice for my murdered 
family. I have the greatest respect for Roger’s character, sense of justice, legal skill and work ethic.” 
— Lorraine Marks, crime victim and surviving family member 
 
I am also proud of some of the smaller matters I have ushered through the justice system.  As a first 
year associate at Saul, Ewing, Remick and Saul, a large corporate law firm in Philadelphia, I was 
asked to represent a client who was an employee of a larger corporate client of the firm.  The task I 
was given was simple; to litigate reinstatement of driving privileges so that the employee could drive 
one of the corporate vehicles.  At first this assignment seemed insignificant. I went to court and was 
able to successfully argue for the reinstatement of the employee's driving privileges. The client was 
overjoyed. It was then that I understood the significance of what I had done.  Though the matter was 
a small one, the judge treated the issue and the litigants with respect and careful consideration. My 
client was able to keep his job, pay his bills and keep his home.  This seemingly small matter had a 
huge impact on this young man's life and revealed to me early in my career the importance of 
ensuring justice in all matters, both large and small. 
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4. Please list or describe current and past activities in the community in which you have acquired skills that relate 

to the office you seek.  Include your role in the activity and the year(s) in which you were involved. Involvement 
consists of many areas such as family, neighborhood, community, employment, or public life. 

 

For the past 23 years I have lived on a small farm on Vashon Island, where my wife of 25 years, 
Laura Olson, and I raised two wonderful sons, Eric (21) and Gregor (19).  Together as a family, we 
participated actively in our community, where I served for four years as the President of the Vashon 
Lacrosse Club, introducing young boys and girls to the game and sportsmanship of the Native 
American sport of lacrosse.  It was also in the supportive community of friends and family on Vashon 
Island that Laura and I fought a fifteen year battle with pulmonary fibrosis and neuromyelitis that 
finally claimed Laura’s life in February of 2011.  As a result of this experience, every day, I serve my 
fellow citizens of King County with compassion and empathy for the human condition and a deep and 
abiding belief in the value of a supportive family and community. 

 

 
5. Please describe the duties of the office you seek. Which are the most important duties and why? 

 

I believe that a Superior Court judge’s primary responsibility is to ensure that litigants, no matter their 
cultural, social or economic background, obtain a just resolution that is rooted in the law, reason and 
common sense.  A Superior Court judge is responsible to ensure that these diverse litigants and the 
public have confidence in the resolution of their disputes.  Because the Superior Court is a trial court, 
a Superior Court judge must have substantial trial experience, be a committed scholar of the law, and 
must possess an acute ability to employ common sense and objective reason in applying the law to 
the facts of a dispute.  To ensure that the limited resources of the courts are used most efficiently and 
effectively, a Superior Court judge must be well prepared for the cases brought before her or his 
court, must encourage litigants to be well prepared, and must ensure that resolutions are obtained in 
a timely manner.  A Superior Court judge must establish and be committed to a culture of honesty, 
courtesy, respect and collegiality within the bar.  
 
Among the most important duties of a Superior Court Judge is the need to possess the experience 
and ability to understand the diverse needs and backgrounds of the litigants appearing in court.  A 
judge has a responsibility to render decisions in a manner that meaningfully reflects the fact that all 
litigants seek justice irrespective of their backgrounds, social economic status, and complexity of their 
matters or dollar amount of their disputes. A judge has a responsibility to ensure that the courts are 
accessible to all people regardless of income or cultural background. Enhancing language services, 
encouraging pro-bono work, legal education for citizens, and creating an atmosphere of respect and 
reasonable accommodation for pro se litigants are some examples of the role a judge can play to 
ensure that litigants representing the diverse fabric of our community have access to justice. 
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Finished! 
 
If possible, send your response to the Municipal League electronically as an email attachment, or insert it into an e-mail 
message (cec@munileague.org). Mail and email information is listed below. If the League has not contacted you to 
schedule an interview, please call the League office at your earliest convenience (206.622.8333).  
 
Don’t forget to send the following to the Municipal League: a resume, a photo, campaign literature, and, if you are an 
incumbent, constituent newsletters and other materials.  Please use the check list on the cover sheet of this packet to 
record which items you have sent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION AND GOOD LUCK IN YOUR CAMPAIGN! 
 

THE MUNICIPAL LEAGUE OF KING COUNTY 
 
 

810 Third Avenue, Suite 224 Phone: (206) 622-8333 Email: cec@munileague.org 
Seattle, WA 98104-1614           Website: www.munileague.org 
 
 

A Municipal League volunteer Candidate Investigator is waiting to receive your questionnaire to 
begin his or her work. Please complete and return the questionnaire to the League office as soon as 
possible. 
 
Please have your materials to us no later than May 18, 2012.  May 11 is preferred!  
 
Email the completed questionnaire and other materials to:  cec@munileague.org 

 
 
 

http://www.munileague.org/2008/2007/Forms%20and%20Documents/Candidate%20Forms%20and%20Documents/cec@munileague.org

