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Candidate Name KETU SHAH 

Position sought KING COUNTY DISTRICT COURT, EAST DIVISION, POSITION 7 

Residence LD 41st 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No, it is an open seat. 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Friends of Ketu Shah for Judge 

Web page 

 

www.K2forjudge.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

K2forjudge@gmail.com 

Manager Monica Shah/Dave Morehouse 

Campaign mailing 

address 

P.O. Box 1228, Mercer Island, WA 98040 

Campaign phone 

number 

206.790.5153 

Campaign FAX   

  
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

Whitman College, 1990 Bachelor of Arts in PhilosophyWhitman College, 1990 Bachelor of Arts in PhilosophyWhitman College, 1990 Bachelor of Arts in PhilosophyWhitman College, 1990 Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy    

University of Minnesota, 1994, Juris Doctorate.University of Minnesota, 1994, Juris Doctorate.University of Minnesota, 1994, Juris Doctorate.University of Minnesota, 1994, Juris Doctorate.    

    

I  am currently a pro tem judge for King County District  CourI  am currently a pro tem judge for King County District  CourI  am currently a pro tem judge for King County District  CourI  am currently a pro tem judge for King County District  Court and I have my own practice t and I have my own practice t and I have my own practice t and I have my own practice 

focusing on immigration law.  I have also been a prosecutor of domestic violence cases and focusing on immigration law.  I have also been a prosecutor of domestic violence cases and focusing on immigration law.  I have also been a prosecutor of domestic violence cases and focusing on immigration law.  I have also been a prosecutor of domestic violence cases and 

clerked for Judge Carol Schapira.  I have taken on many pro bono cases to assist survivors of clerked for Judge Carol Schapira.  I have taken on many pro bono cases to assist survivors of clerked for Judge Carol Schapira.  I have taken on many pro bono cases to assist survivors of clerked for Judge Carol Schapira.  I have taken on many pro bono cases to assist survivors of 

domestic violence and I have been involveddomestic violence and I have been involveddomestic violence and I have been involveddomestic violence and I have been involved    for 10 years with Chaya, a nonprofit organization for 10 years with Chaya, a nonprofit organization for 10 years with Chaya, a nonprofit organization for 10 years with Chaya, a nonprofit organization 

advocating for survivors of domestic violence from South Asia.  I have also been active in my advocating for survivors of domestic violence from South Asia.  I have also been active in my advocating for survivors of domestic violence from South Asia.  I have also been active in my advocating for survivors of domestic violence from South Asia.  I have also been active in my 

community with youth sports and classroom volunteering.  I have served at Governor Locke’s community with youth sports and classroom volunteering.  I have served at Governor Locke’s community with youth sports and classroom volunteering.  I have served at Governor Locke’s community with youth sports and classroom volunteering.  I have served at Governor Locke’s 

request as a committrequest as a committrequest as a committrequest as a committee member for GAAPCOM (Governor’s Affirmative Action Policy Committee).  ee member for GAAPCOM (Governor’s Affirmative Action Policy Committee).  ee member for GAAPCOM (Governor’s Affirmative Action Policy Committee).  ee member for GAAPCOM (Governor’s Affirmative Action Policy Committee).  

I interned at the public defender’s office for almost two years while in law school and worked for I interned at the public defender’s office for almost two years while in law school and worked for I interned at the public defender’s office for almost two years while in law school and worked for I interned at the public defender’s office for almost two years while in law school and worked for 

the Hubert Humphrey Institute for Public Policy at the University of Minnesota.  I hthe Hubert Humphrey Institute for Public Policy at the University of Minnesota.  I hthe Hubert Humphrey Institute for Public Policy at the University of Minnesota.  I hthe Hubert Humphrey Institute for Public Policy at the University of Minnesota.  I have had a ave had a ave had a ave had a 

varied career for over 15 years of practicing law.  Please see attached resume for more details.varied career for over 15 years of practicing law.  Please see attached resume for more details.varied career for over 15 years of practicing law.  Please see attached resume for more details.varied career for over 15 years of practicing law.  Please see attached resume for more details.   

 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 
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I  have taken pro bono cases for Chaya, Northwest Immigrants Rights Project, Refugee 

Women’s Alliance, Asian Counseling Referral Service, Immigration and Family Advocacy 

Project, Hindu Temple and Cultural Center, and the South Asian Bar Association of 

Washington.   I spend at least 10 to 15 hours a month on pro bono work and/or 

volunteer work. 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

Yes.  I have prosecuted for the Cities of Bellevue, Seattle, and Vancouver.  I prosecuted 

Domestic Violence crimes for 7 years at the City of Bellevue, 1 year for the City of 

Seattle, and 2 years for the City of Vancouver.  

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes.  I was a public defender during law school where I worked to pay for school at the 

Hennepin County Public Defender’s Office.  I researched cases for hundreds of clients 

as a law clerk intern.  In private practice, I have represented several defendants who 

were also victims of domestic violence.  I also have represented several defendants for 

misdemeanor and juvenile crimes. 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

Yes.  I am a pro tem judge for King County District Court and have been a judge for the past Yes.  I am a pro tem judge for King County District Court and have been a judge for the past Yes.  I am a pro tem judge for King County District Court and have been a judge for the past Yes.  I am a pro tem judge for King County District Court and have been a judge for the past 

3 years.  I have heard cases in Northeast District Court, Issaquah District Court, and the 3 years.  I have heard cases in Northeast District Court, Issaquah District Court, and the 3 years.  I have heard cases in Northeast District Court, Issaquah District Court, and the 3 years.  I have heard cases in Northeast District Court, Issaquah District Court, and the 

Regional Justice Center.  I have heard all types of cases from infractioRegional Justice Center.  I have heard all types of cases from infractioRegional Justice Center.  I have heard all types of cases from infractioRegional Justice Center.  I have heard all types of cases from infractions to jury trials. ns to jury trials. ns to jury trials. ns to jury trials.     
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court 80 jury trials and hundreds of pretrial motions 

District Court 110 jury trials and hundreds of pretrial motions 

Superior Court jury trials N/A 

Arguments in Court of Appeals N/A 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

N/A 

Federal District Court trials N/A 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League N/A 

King County Bar Association 
Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Highly Qualified 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Exceptionally Well Qualified 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Well Qualified 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

N/A 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Susan Amini, Suzanne Parisien,  

 

 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  No. 
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List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

 

A defendant I prosecuted made a complaint in 1997.  I did not know of it’s existence until 

the Bar Association sent me a letter saying it was summarily dismissed. 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

 

Domestic Violence cases and immigration cases.   

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

 

I would like the Court to continue to use technology to improve efficiencies and 

accessibility.  By improving our efficiency, we can use our funds more wisely and preserve 

existing jobs for staff.  For example, video conferencing would be a way to save transport 

costs.  Another way to be more efficient would be to use technology to automatically send 

alerts for compliance monitoring, freeing up staff to take care of other matters.  I also 

believe in finding ways to reducing incarceration costs by creating alternative programs 

and confinement strategies.  By creating innovative court programs that not only save 

money but also have intrinsic value to the community, we can create more just outcomes.  

For example, the Mental Health Court or the Driver’s Relicensing Program can be a long-

term net gain for the community.  It can divert low-level offenders to less expensive 

confinement, yet we can also get folks connected to services so that they do not re-offend.  

By creating and sustaining programs like these, we take a community approach to solving 

problems and hopefully prevent recidivism.  Additionally, innovative programs like these 

are eligible to apply for federal grant seed money.  By garnering outside funding, we can 

make the courts more sustainable, more cost effective, and more meaningful to the 

community.  I would be a strong proponent of seeking alternative sources of funding. 
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What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

 

I have represented several clients on a pro bono basis where English was a second 

language.  I arranged for interpreters to be present and spent numerous hours educating 

them about our legal system and how it works.  By working in immigrant communities, 

often the legal system is seen as something from outer space.  I spend time educating 

folks on how the system works and how it can be more accessible, both to individuals and 

groups I present at.   

 

I have also been educating some of the judges on how we can make the District Court 

more accessible by talking to them about what needs immigrant communities have 

regarding the judicial system. 

 

Finally, on a daily basis, I sit on calendars as a pro tem judge and I ensure there is an 

certified interpreter present when we conduct legal proceedings so that all the parties that 

appear before me feel like the system is accessible.  

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

 

An example of a very successful program is the Protection Order Advocacy program.  The 

Protection Order advocates help pro se petitioners fill out the forms and then present them 

to the judge.  I would like this program to be a model for other types of legal services, 

particularly for family law or small claims cases.  Many litigants in these types of cases 

cannot afford legal counsel so if we can make this process more accessible, we can 

improve the resolution of thorny cases in a peaceful and systematic way. 

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

I would seek committees that increase access to justice and promote diversity in the 

judiciary and legal field.  I believe the judiciary is at its strongest when it reflects our 

community. 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 
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proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

I am wary of a Legal Technician Rule because of the abuses I have seen in the immigration 

field with “experts” who claim to know immigration law, and then abuse clients by 

improperly filing applications, charging hefty fees, and then not refunding those fees.  I 

would be in favor of a rule that strictly enforces such practitioners.  If there was a robust 

and appropriately licensing entity that could enforce those that prey on clients, then I 

would be more in favor of it.  Because of the potential of abuse, I am more in favor of pro 

bono programs that are on site at courthouses during business hours to help those that 

need the help.  If it is modeled like the Protection Order program, then after a vigorous 

training, students or young attorneys could help litigants at the courthouse and assist 

those in need.  We must work with the judicial system to provide the space and logistics so 

such programs can exist and thrive.  I do agree with the premise that more must be done 

to assist individuals who cannot afford legal services. 

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

 

No. 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

 

Yes.  I am a bring proponent of diversity. 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

 

My main message is that I am the highest rated candidate for open District Court position 

and my perspective, experience, and demeanor would be an asset to the bench.  As a son 

of immigrants, I have a unique perspective of the judicial system.  I want to serve our 

community and give back all the opportunities that I was afforded when I grew up here.  I 

have several launches planned and I am trying to engage the sizable South Asian 

community in the Eastside to vote.  The DV community knows my work and I hope to 

leverage both of these through social networking.  I plan to have a mailer near the time the 
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voter’s pamphlet is mailed to remind voters of my story.  I am planning to doorbell 

extensively and to visit public gatherings to spread my message and vision for the judiciary.  

I also have a budget in place for the primary and another budget in place for the general 

election.  I also have a consultant assisting me, a volunteer communications manager, a 

treasurer, a fundraising committee, and several other volunteers to assist in the campaign.  

By using my strong base of volunteers, by utilizing social networking tools, and by 

galvanizing the South Asian community, I believe I will win this election. 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Ketu Shah Date: 5/17/10 

Signature  

 

 


