
 

Page 1 of 7  Rev New   

 

Candidate Name Jean Rietschel 

Position sought King County Superior Court Position  37  

Residence LD 37  

Are you the 

incumbent?   

no 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name The Committee to Elect Judge Jean Rietschel 

Web page 

 

www.ElectJudgeJean.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

rietsche@mindspring.com 

Manager Cathy Allen, Vicki Orrico, Connections 

Campaign mailing 

address 

PO Box 19473 Seattle Wa  98109  

Campaign phone 

number 

206 383 0766 

Campaign FAX  206 383 1338 
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

University of Rochester Bachelor of Arts with Distinction 1972 

University of Washington Juris Doctor 1977 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

As an attorney- 350 hours estimate – Volunteer attorney for persons with Aids, 

Northwest Women’s Law Center, Fremont Women’s Clinic, Committee against 

Proposition 7 

As a judge – 250 hours – as a speaker on issues and seminars on Criminal Law, Judicial 

Ethics, Domestic Violence, Choosing the Judiciary, Race and other factors in Criminal 

Justice, Public Disturbances, Superior Court, Presiding and District and Municipal 

Conferences; mock trials, serving as a mentor for law students   

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

No 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes Eight years as a public defender and for eight years in my private practice.  I 
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represented adults and juveniles in District, Superior and Federal court, in the Court of 

Appeals and the Supreme Court.  I represented individuals with felonies and 

misdemeanor charges, probably serving at least 1000 clients. 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

No. 
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court For the last 12 years full time as a judge 

District Court As an attorney 100’s of times , pro tem judge 50 times 

Superior Court jury trials 50 

Arguments in Court of Appeals 15 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

5 

Federal District Court trials 0 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League  

King County Bar Association 
Exceptionally well qualified 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Exceptionally well qualified 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Well qualified 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally well qualified 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Exceptionally well qualified 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Exceptionally well qualified 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

King Co Executive Ron Sims,  King Co Council Larry Gossett,  Rep.Frank Chopp,  Sen. Ed 

Murray, Seattle City Council Jan Drago, Richard Conlin, Women’s Political Caucus, 

Justice Barbara Madsen, Justice Susan Owens, Court of Appeals Judges Steven Dwyer, 

Anne Ellington, Anne Schlinder, Martin Applewick, Judges Michael Trickey, Ronald 

Kessler, Sharon Armstrong, Michael Heavey, Kimi Kondo, Judith Hightower, Janet 

Garrow   

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Justice Owens, Justice Madsen, Judge Patrick Burns  
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Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

No 

 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

None 

 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

Trial practice and criminal law 

 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

I have served as the Presiding judge of my court for three years and one of the qualities I 

would bring to Superior court is my experience in administration of a court with 250 

employees. In terms of court funding, the courts need to continue to work with the state 

legislature to address the disparity in state funding.  Our courts continue to lag behind 

other states in the amount of funding provided by the state.  We are still relying too heavily 

on local city and county funding to the detriment of other needs. 

To improve administration, my suggestions would be to continue improving the Unified 

Family Court so that one judge could hears all cases involving one family, to allow 

preliminary motion hearings such as search issues in criminal cases to be heard by an 

available judge rather than the assigned trial judge to move the criminal docket forward.   

 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

stem? 
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I have primarily focused on the area of relicensing.  Suspended licenses are an area of the 

law that effect indigent populations disproportionately.  In this area, I have led regional 

summits, talked to community groups, made a video that aired on public television and 

presented seminars.  We initiated a program at SMC that assisted individuals with getting 

their license re-instated.  

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

I am currently on a WSBA task force, which will recommend simplification of Local court 

rules which are often a trap for pro se litigants in the civil arena.  In dealing with the issue 

of pro se litigants, and individuals unable to afford attorneys the bar association and the 

judges association have been encouraging pro bono representation.  I support the idea of 

unbundled legal services, which allows the hiring of attorneys for specific matters and not 

entire cases.   

In the criminal area, lawyers are provided to indigent persons. The problem is more of 

ensuring quality in representation with adequate pay and standards.  I have worked with 

the DCMJA rules committee to support a change to ensure adequate representation at 

arraignments for misdemeanors. 

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the significant 

accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee assignments would you seek?
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Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee 2003 – 2006 

 Trial Court Coordinating Council 2002 – present, Chair of committee 2003 -2005 

Presiding Judge, SMC 2000- 2003, Assistant Presiding, 1998 –2000,  

Executive Committee 1998- 2006 

Chair, Regional Law Safety and Justice Committee, King County 2002 

Co-Chair, Misdemeanor Work Group, Adult Justice Operational Master Plan, 

King County and member of Advisory Committee, 2000 –2003 

Chair, Regional Relicensing Summit, 2000 –2001 

King County Public Defense Study 2000 

Seattle Domestic Violence Council Critical Incident Review Committee 2001 

Washington State Domestic Violence Fatality Review 2000 

WSBA Rules and Procedures Committee 2001 –2003, DCMJA representative 

DCMJA Legislative Committee 2003 - present\ 

Presiding Judge Education Committee 2003 

DCMJA Courts Helping Courts Committee 2000 –2003 

DCMJA Rules Committee 2001- present  

Stop Grant Domestic Violence Project 2002 –2003 

King County Domestic Violence and Child Maltreatment Coordinated Response  

2006 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trial Court Coordinating Committing set up a computer link between drug court and the 

two mental health courts in district court and SMC.   

Misdemeanant Project made three recommendations which have become the priorities of 

all the courts: alternative sanctions, relicensing programs, and failure to appear reduction 

strategies. 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

I am in favor of expanding the available options for providing legal service.  I believe 

paralegals and other trained paraprofessionals can be used to provide needed assistance 

to the community.  I am cautious regarding the practice without supervision of an attorney.  

I think we might look to the use of paraprofessionals in other fields for guidance.    
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Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No 

 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

SMC has been proud to be a leader in promoting diversity. We seek employees in a wide 

variety of venues, seeking diversity in race, ethnic origin, sex and sexual preference. I 

believe it is critically important to have diversity represented in the courtroom.  I have had 

a diverse court staff of clerks and bailiffs.  I have provided support for my staff to allow 

them to be successful in their employment, including allowing flexible work schedules to 

accommodate educational opportunities.   

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

The message of my campaign is that I am the most qualified candidate with the most 

judicial experience.  I have been consistently highly rated by attorneys.  I have started 

important programs, such as the domestic violence court, expanded relicensing programs 

and have the administrative experience needed by Superior Court.  

I have two campaign managers, the staff at Connections, a fundraiser and a treasurer.  I 

have a committee of volunteers.   Our plan is to raise $60000.  We have printed 3000 

remittance envelopes and are printing 2500 hand cards.   

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

 

Signature  

Date 

 

 


