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Candidate Name Barbara Mack 

Position sought King County Superior Court, position 37 

Residence LD 36 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No, the incumbent is retiring 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name People for Barbara Mack 

Web page 

 

MackForSuperiorCourt.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

mail@MackForSuperiorCourt.com 

Manager Samantha Goff 

Campaign mailing 

address 

P.O. Box 2603 

Seattle, WA 98111 

Campaign phone 

number 

206-450-2296 

Campaign FAX  None 
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

Attended Connecticut College first semester of my freshman year, and transferred to 

the University of Cincinnati second semester because my mother was ill with cancer.  

She died shortly after I returned home.  Graduated Boston University with a BA in 

history, 1970. 

Graduated University of Washington Law School, J.D. 1986 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

My hours outside of work have been devoted to working with nonprofit organizations.  

While still in law school I was on the board of Allied Arts of Seattle.  I later served on, 

and for two years chaired the board of Lawyers Helping Hungry Children.  I have been 

on the board of Children’s Trust Foundation (CTF) for several years, and have been 

chair for almost two years.  CTF is dedicated to preventing child abuse before it occurs, 

by supporting programs at neighborhood family support centers that give families the 

knowledge and skills they need to raise children in a safe and supportive environment.  

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

I am a Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for King County, and have been with the 



 

Page 2 of 6  Rev New   

office for 22 years. 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

No 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

No 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court none 

District Court more than 50 

Superior Court jury trials more than 200 

Arguments in Court of Appeals many  

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

2 or 3 

Federal District Court trials None, although I was cross-designated a special 

assistant U.S. Attorney, and worked on two federal cases.   

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League pending 

King County Bar Association 
Well qualified 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Highly qualified 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Highly qualified 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Pending  

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Pending  

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Highly qualified 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

County Executive Ron Sims, State Sens. Jean Kohl-Welles, Ed Murray, Margarita Prentice, 

Reps. Maralyn Chase, Ruth Kagi, Al O’Brien, City Council member Tim Burgess, Retired 

Supreme Court Justices Charles Z. Smith, Phil Talmadge, King County Superior Court 

Judges Patricia Clark, Michael Fox, Harry McCarthy, Jeffrey Ramsdell, retired Superior 

Court Judges Terrence Carroll, Michael Spearman, Robert Winsor; Judy Maleng, former 

U.S. Attorney Mike McKay, Former Secretary of the Interior and Governor of Idaho Cecil 
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Andrus, attorneys Steve DeForest, Murray Guterson, Robert Leen, Ross MacFarlane, 

Delbert Miller, Patrick Sainsbury, Michael Reiss, J. Ronald Sims, and many others from 

varied positions.  

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

None.  Our office prohibits endorsements of judicial candidates 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.   

No. 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

None 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

Criminal law, including complex economic crimes (e.g. money laundering, criminal 

profiteering), sex crimes, domestic violence, civil asset forfeiture, and several aspects of 

constitutional law, including privacy, and areas that relate to criminal law.  I have extensive 

pre-law experience in the field of water rights, some aspects of Indian law, and some areas 

of environmental law, particularly having to do with resource management and 

development.  I also have some knowledge of family law and dependency issues from my 

work in drug diversion court. 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

Jurors should be paid more than $10.00/day for the important work they do to ensure 

justice. Our low remuneration of jurors works a real hardship on owners and employees of 

small businesses, parents who must pay for day care in order to serve on jury duty, and 

many others.   

 

More money for courts should come from the state, since our superior courts are state 

entities.  In 2006, only 4.2 % of King County Superior Court funding came from the State. 

In 2002 a Court Funding Task Force found that Washington was 50th of the 50 states in 

providing funds for courts, prosecution, and indigent defense.  King County has struggled 

with the costs of the court system, along with costs of law enforcement and adequate jail 
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facilities including medical and other care inmates need.   More money should be available 

for treatment courts, like King County Drug Diversion Court, which offers rigorous 

treatment as an alternative to incarceration for addicts charged with drug crimes and 

property crimes motivated by addiction.  The financial benefits of drug court mainly accrue 

to the state (including, for example, the following savings: prison time not served, children 

not in foster care, babies born clean), while the county foots the infrastructure bill for the 

courts.  The recommendations of the Court Funding Task Force should be fully 

implemented.   

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

I have been involved with the criminal justice system, working for justice for victims of 

crimes.  All criminal defendants have the right to appointed counsel if they cannot afford 

to pay.  I have not been involved in issues of access to justice for those involved in civil 

cases.   

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

I support the Access to Justice Principles and Goals developed by the Washington State Bar 

Association in 2006, increased funding for civil legal aid, and the legal technician rule.  

Implementation of the Northwest Justice Project’s CLEAR system in January, 2008, allows 

people in King County with legal problems to call 211 to learn about free and low-cost civil 

legal services in the county, and to receive a referral.  We need to ensure people are aware 

that this service is available.   

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

I would seek work on committees that would 1) implement the court funding 

recommendations discussed above, 2) work on juvenile justice issues, 3) work to improve 

court technology so that parties, attorneys, judges, and court personnel can do more work 

electronically, and less with paper.  This is both efficient and responsible.   

 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  
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Please explain. 

I have reviewed the GR definition of the practice of law and the Practice of Law Board’s 

work with regard to legal technicians.  I believe a Legal Technician Rule is an important 

means of increasing access to justice.  Many people don’t qualify for legal aid, but can’t 

afford lawyers.  This would help those who fall in that category.  It would also allow 

attorneys to save costs for their clients by employing or referring people to legal 

technicians.    

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No. 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

My ability to do so is limited, although I have always encouraged diversity within the office.  

I coordinate an externship program with Seattle University for my office’s work in drug 

diversion court, and have been pleased to have and encourage externs from diverse 

backgrounds.   

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

 

Message:  I have broad legal and life experience.  From environmental advocacy, grassroots 

organizing, and service as Deputy Under Secretary of Interior, to my 22 years of experience 

as a Deputy King County Prosecutor and community volunteerism, I have worked with and 

helped people from all walks of life.  I have been an effective prosecutor, advocate, 

negotiator, organizer, teacher, and leader.  Now I'm ready to use my skills and experience 

to become a fair, ethical, and impartial judge.   

Campaign plan: I plan to run a strong grassroots campaign.  I am actively attending 

community events, Democratic legislative district meetings, and other special events, and 

will spread the message of my campaign through civic, legal, business and other opinion 

leaders.  I am meeting with representatives of varied interest groups, while securing my 

base within the legal community.  I expect these efforts, in addition to some advertising 

and yard signs, to give me strong name recognition.   
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In this countywide race, I'm not planning to doorbell.  Instead, my voter contact plan 

includes direct mail, some advertising, contact with community newspapers, and a 

significant internet campaign.  I have assembled a team of professionals, including a 

campaign consultant and manager.  My fundraising goal is $100,000 by the primary.  I 

have raised $16,000+ to date.   

I will win because I have the right profile and relevant experience, and I am running to win.  

My anticipated funds and strong list of contacts and supporters will get my message out.  I 

will also have a strong voter’s guide statement, which is important in down ballot 

races.  My biography, message and election strategy will be a winning combination.   

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Barbara A. Mack 

Signature  

Date 

5/27/08 

 

 


