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Candidate Name Julia Garratt 

Position sought King County Superior Court, Position #01 

Residence LD 41st 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No – current Judge is retiring, there will be no incumbent 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Committee to Elect Julia Garratt 

Web page 

 

To be determined 

Campaign Email 

address 

julia.garratt@gmail.com , or juliagarratt@live.com 

Manager Robert Zarate 

Campaign mailing 

address 

PMB 309, 6947 Coal Creek Pkwy SE 

Newcastle, WA  98059 

Campaign phone 

number 

(206) 353-9963 (candidate cell), (206) 235-0995 (campaign 

manager’s cell,) (425) 802-1048 (treasurer – Lora Ray) 

Campaign FAX  None 
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

University of Washington, BA, Society and Justice University of Washington, BA, Society and Justice University of Washington, BA, Society and Justice University of Washington, BA, Society and Justice –––– graduated 12/75  graduated 12/75  graduated 12/75  graduated 12/75     

Gonzaga School of Law, JD degree Gonzaga School of Law, JD degree Gonzaga School of Law, JD degree Gonzaga School of Law, JD degree –––– graduated  graduated  graduated  graduated 5/795/795/795/79    

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

During the years I was an attorney at ACA (public defender’s office), another attorney 

and I volunteered time representing a female co-worker who was being harassed by a 

former spouse (an attorney representing himself) through repeated and frivolous 

proceedings in family court.  This co-worker was previously a victim of domestic 

violence by her former spouse.  We appeared on her behalf over 75 times in Family 

Court, Superior Court, the Court of Appeals and in response to one appeal by the 

respondent to the Supreme Court.  This pro bono representation involved many 

hundreds of hours over 3 years.  During same this time period I volunteered my time 

assisting individuals presenting themselves pro se in Family Court by reviewing and 

helping them organize their documents.  The individuals I assisted were referred by 

friends and acquaintances who could not afford legal counsel. During my 

representation in the pro bono case noted earlier, I had seen how frustrated and 

overwhelmed pro se litigants could become with unfamiliar court proceedings and I 
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wanted to offer my assistance and advice. 

 

My home is diverse both ethnically and culturally.  Many members of my extended 

family do not speak English as a primary language.  After I was appointed by Governor 

Lowry to the Indeterminate Sentence Review Board in 1994 (and re-appointed by 

Governors Lowry and Gregoire), my ability to provide pro bono assistance became 

limited due to my statutory duties.  My extended family is large and many are socially 

and economically deprived.  I have provided, on more occasions than I can count, legal 

advice and assistance.  This advice has extended to friends of the family in their close 

knit community.  Although a significant call for help has resulted because of an arrest, 

more often it is due to a civil question.  This assistance has included a recent family law 

matter in Oregon after a young woman’s former boyfriend obtained an ex parte order 

giving him full custody of their (still nursing) baby.  I spent numerous hours contacting 

resources for her in Oregon, both legal and involving support from domestic violence 

organizations.  The baby was eventually returned to her custody, but not before many 

precious months had lapsed.  

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

I was a deputy prosecuting attorney in Snohomish County from 1/80 to 10/81  

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes.  I was a public defender for the Associated Counsel for the Accused for 12 years 

between 2/82 and 4/94.  In this capacity I represented indigent clients accused of 

crimes in King County District Courts, Seattle Municipal Court, Auburn Municipal Court, 

King County Superior Court, Juvenile Court and Parole Revocation Hearings before the 

Parole Board.  This representation covered all stages of litigation.  As a public defender 

I appeared in court in some capacity three to five days a week.  I would estimate during 

these years I represented well over a thousand indigent persons. 

 

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

I have no formal arbitration or mediation experience.  However, as a defense attorney I was I have no formal arbitration or mediation experience.  However, as a defense attorney I was I have no formal arbitration or mediation experience.  However, as a defense attorney I was I have no formal arbitration or mediation experience.  However, as a defense attorney I was 

recognized recognized recognized recognized in my office as a very successful negotiator with clients and prosecutors.  It was in my office as a very successful negotiator with clients and prosecutors.  It was in my office as a very successful negotiator with clients and prosecutors.  It was in my office as a very successful negotiator with clients and prosecutors.  It was 

not uncommon for other attorneys to ask if I could negotiate their cases, either because of not uncommon for other attorneys to ask if I could negotiate their cases, either because of not uncommon for other attorneys to ask if I could negotiate their cases, either because of not uncommon for other attorneys to ask if I could negotiate their cases, either because of 

a breakdown in communication with their client or the prosecutor.a breakdown in communication with their client or the prosecutor.a breakdown in communication with their client or the prosecutor.a breakdown in communication with their client or the prosecutor.  It was also co  It was also co  It was also co  It was also common for mmon for mmon for mmon for 

my comy comy comy co----workers (especially in the felony unit) to ask if I would exchange cases and assume workers (especially in the felony unit) to ask if I would exchange cases and assume workers (especially in the felony unit) to ask if I would exchange cases and assume workers (especially in the felony unit) to ask if I would exchange cases and assume 

representation for a difficult client.  Many of our clients would be incarcerated in the King representation for a difficult client.  Many of our clients would be incarcerated in the King representation for a difficult client.  Many of our clients would be incarcerated in the King representation for a difficult client.  Many of our clients would be incarcerated in the King 

County Jail pending their trials.  I established a system of coCounty Jail pending their trials.  I established a system of coCounty Jail pending their trials.  I established a system of coCounty Jail pending their trials.  I established a system of communication for these mmunication for these mmunication for these mmunication for these 

understandably anxious clientsunderstandably anxious clientsunderstandably anxious clientsunderstandably anxious clients that involved answering questions on my phone message  that involved answering questions on my phone message  that involved answering questions on my phone message  that involved answering questions on my phone message 

line in cryptic code.  By responding to their questions on a regular and timely basis, even line in cryptic code.  By responding to their questions on a regular and timely basis, even line in cryptic code.  By responding to their questions on a regular and timely basis, even line in cryptic code.  By responding to their questions on a regular and timely basis, even 
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during highly demanding trials with other clientsduring highly demanding trials with other clientsduring highly demanding trials with other clientsduring highly demanding trials with other clients, I, I, I, I was  was  was  was able to establish a level of trust and able to establish a level of trust and able to establish a level of trust and able to establish a level of trust and 

rapport that greatly assisted my rapport that greatly assisted my rapport that greatly assisted my rapport that greatly assisted my later later later later arbitration and negotiation of arbitration and negotiation of arbitration and negotiation of arbitration and negotiation of their charges.their charges.their charges.their charges.    
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court Over a thousand times as a public defender, depOver a thousand times as a public defender, depOver a thousand times as a public defender, depOver a thousand times as a public defender, deputy uty uty uty 

prosecuting attorney and Proprosecuting attorney and Proprosecuting attorney and Proprosecuting attorney and Pro----Tem Judge in Tukwila and Tem Judge in Tukwila and Tem Judge in Tukwila and Tem Judge in Tukwila and 

Auburn Municipal Courts.Auburn Municipal Courts.Auburn Municipal Courts.Auburn Municipal Courts.    

District Court Hundreds of times as a public defender and deputy Hundreds of times as a public defender and deputy Hundreds of times as a public defender and deputy Hundreds of times as a public defender and deputy 

prosecuting attorney.prosecuting attorney.prosecuting attorney.prosecuting attorney.    

Superior Court jury trials 50505050    

Arguments in Court of Appeals 4444    

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

 

nonenonenonenone    

Federal District Court trials nonenonenonenone    

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League Ratings pendingRatings pendingRatings pendingRatings pending    

King County Bar Association 
Well QualifiedWell QualifiedWell QualifiedWell Qualified    

Washington Women Lawyers 
Unable to receive rating as I am a director oUnable to receive rating as I am a director oUnable to receive rating as I am a director oUnable to receive rating as I am a director on the WWLn the WWLn the WWLn the WWL    

FoundationFoundationFoundationFoundation    

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Well QualifiedWell QualifiedWell QualifiedWell Qualified    

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Well QualifiedWell QualifiedWell QualifiedWell Qualified    

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Well QualifiedWell QualifiedWell QualifiedWell Qualified    

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Exceptionally Well Qualified  (note, this rating was fExceptionally Well Qualified  (note, this rating was fExceptionally Well Qualified  (note, this rating was fExceptionally Well Qualified  (note, this rating was from the rom the rom the rom the 

Asian Bar AssociationAsian Bar AssociationAsian Bar AssociationAsian Bar Association of Washington of Washington of Washington of Washington))))    

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

The process for endorsements from Labor Unions and Legislative districts has just 

begun and is ongoing.  It is my personal preference to not seek endorsements from 

individual Judges (although many offer their support) due to on ongoing and extensive 

work as a Judge Pro Tem in King County Superior Court. 

 

In my Judicial Campaign in 2004 I received endorsements from The Seattle Police 

Officer’s Guild, King County Correctional Officer’s Association (rated exceptionally well 
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qualified), Tukwila Police Officer’s Guild, Renton Police Officer’s Guild, Redmond 

Firefighter’s Union, Seattle Police Manager’s Guild, King County Women’s Political 

Caucus, Gang Prevention Services, Kent Police Officer’s Guild, Kent Firefighter’s Union, 

and Bellevue Firefighter’s Union.  I was additionally recommended by the Seattle PI, 

Seattle Weekly and by special opinion in the King County Journal.  I received an “A” 

rating by Women in Unity. 

 

I am in the process of re-contacting the above organizations, among others, and 

expect another broad base of support. 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

It is my personal preference to not endorse candidates. 

 

 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

No 

 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

In the early 1990’s (as a public defender) a Bar complaint was filed by a client (whose name 

I cannot remember) I had represented at a revocation hearing before the Parole Board.  I 

submitted my response and received notice sometime later that the matter was dismissed 

by the WSBA. 

 

In 4/02 a former client (from ACA) filed a bar complaint.  In my capacity as a Parole Board 

Member I revoked him in 3/02 for violating his conditions of parole.  This client had 

waived any potential conflict of interest (on the record) at each of his previous 5 board 

hearings.  I submitted my response to the WSBA and received confirmation the matter was 

dismissed in 7/02. 
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   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

I have a broad and extensive background in litigation and courtroom procedures.  Virtually 

all of my 28 years of public service has been in the area of criminal justice.  Over the past 

10 years I additionally have gained invaluable judicial experience as a Judge Pro Tem.   

Since 7/98 I have been assigned in King County Superior Court almost 1000 days.  For the 

first three years I was assigned to hear RALJ appeals from courts of limited jurisdiction as 

well as revocation hearings involving criminal cases.  Between 9/98 and 12/01 I heard 

between 6-10 oral arguments a week and rendered decisions.  These involved appeals 

covering civil and criminal issues.  For the past 5 ½ years I have primarily worked in King 

County Juvenile Court.  The calendars have included Dependency’s, At Risk Youth; Child in 

Need of Services, Truancy, Drug Court, Family Treatment Court and all matters appearing 

on Juvenile Criminal Calendars.  I additionally regularly appear on the civil involuntary 

commitment calendar at Harborview Mental Health. 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

There is currently a dramatic and substantial budget crisis in all of King County 

Government, and this includes the court system.  Superior Court has been actively engaged 

in meetings, workshops and consultation to address this issue and identify immediate 

areas targeted for cutbacks.  Prior to this most recent crisis there were identified funding 

inadequacies in the court system.  Educating the public and increasing communication with 

legislators and local government is essential. 

 

 

   

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

Please see my answer above to the question regarding pro bono representation.  

Additionally, in the previous five years I have served repeatedly as a Judge Pro Tem.  All 

Judges must recognize that access to justice is a constitutional and fundamental right.  The 

judiciary has a duty and obligation to preserve and protect constitutional rights of all 

persons.  Judges are the gate keepers to the legal system and, I believe, have an affirmative 

duty to uphold the rights of all persons to achieve equal access.  It is essential that those 

who come to the courtroom have an equal voice.  This right extends not only to those who 

have a case before the court, but to family and supporters who accompany them and wish 

to be heard.  As a judge in Juvenile Court I sometimes have a courtroom full of supporters 
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who do not speak English.  They are present to support the youth, and due to the timing of 

the hearings (i.e. a newly arrested youth at a first appearance) may or may not have an 

interpreter present.  It is essential to me as the sitting Judge to do the best I can to 

accommodate the information the family wishes to impart as well as ensuring they 

understand as much as possible.  I am sometimes assigned to civil proceedings where the 

family may or may not have legal counsel.  This is an area where the demeanor and 

patience of the Judge can be tested due to the wide variety of social and verbal skills of the 

participants.  An impatient or preemptory Judge is not ensuring individuals constitutional 

right to equal access.   I take particular pride in doing my best to treat all who come before 

me with patience and deference.  I always try and maintain a formality in my courtroom, 

while being mindful of those who may not understand the proceedings and need an 

additional level of attention to ensure their voice is heard. 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

Persons charged with criminal offenses have a constitutional right to legal representation if 

they are indigent.  They receive access to justice through public defender agencies and 

court appointed counsel.  Studies throughout our state have identified defender services 

ranging from outstanding to inadequate.  There is an overdue need to establish a standard 

of funding and quality of representation to ensure that an indigent offender in a small 

eastern Washington county receives the same level of legal aid as an offender in larger 

metropolitan areas.  This needs to begin with county lawmakers and our legislature. 

 

There have been numerous studies in the ongoing pursuit of increasing access to justice 

for those with civil needs.  It is well established that women and children have greater legal 

problems than the general population, that low income households face considerable legal 

problems, and that the vast majority of low income persons needing civil legal advice 

cannot afford legal help.  There is no constitutional right to legal assistance for civil 

litigants.  A few examples that would be a step in the right direction would involve law 

schools stressing the importance of pro bono representation as part of the curriculum, law 

firms encouraging their associates and partners to engage in pro bono work and funding 

increased for legal services to low income persons.     

 

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 
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assignments would you seek? 

I am not a sitting Judge and as a pro tem, I have not had the opportunity to sit on judicial 

committees. 

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

 

I am in favor of the concept behind the Legal Technician’s Rule that is a positive step 

towards addressing access to justice for persons who cannot afford legal counsel.  I would 

want to ensure that there is sufficient supervision/monitoring to ensure that non-lawyers 

were providing appropriate care and advice.  There would have to be a clear understanding 

of the parameters of this advice and some type of official oversight to maintain consistent 

assistance.  But it is clear that currently the system is woefully inadequate when a pro se 

litigant is paired with opposing counsel.  At a minimum, a legal technician would allow a 

pro se to prepare, review and present legal documentation.   

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

 

I agreed to an appointment as a GAL in the late 1980’s for a young woman who was 

seeking to relinquish her unborn child for adoption.  The duration of this appointment was 

limited to reviewing and explaining the legal documents for approximately an hour. 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

As a public servant my entire legal career I have not hired staff or employees.  As a parole 

board member I have actively recruited qualified persons from a variety of ethnic 

backgrounds to apply to the governor’s office when we have had vacancies.  Due to my 

ongoing employment in the public sector I have always had the pleasure of working in 

offices that were diverse, ethnically and culturally involving staff and attorneys. 
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What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

I am the most qualified and experienced candidate in this position.  My entire career has 

been in the public sector.  I stand in the unique position of having practiced on multiple 

sides of the legal system.  This has been invaluable in giving me perspective and an 

understanding of the dynamics behind each role and has added to my professional 

development and improved my judicial skills.  I am running for a position that I know well.  

In the 10 years I have worked as a Judge Pro Tem I have derived great personal satisfaction 

in managing a courtroom and doing it well.  In the almost 1000 days I have served, I have 

continued to receive positive feedback from the Judges, court staff and attorneys 

appearing before me. 

 

I ran a campaign in 2004 for Superior Court Judge.  I know what is involved and the efforts 

required of a candidate. I am quite proud of my successes during this campaign, despite 

experiencing the critical health deterioration of my father and his death on August 12, 

2004, in the middle of my campaign. 

 

I am currently actively involved in fundraising and am working with my previous campaign 

consultant outlining strategies.  My consultant and I are planning on direct mailing.   I am 

currently contacting organizations that supported me previously and will continue to 

actively contact legislative districts and community events. 

 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Julia Garratt 

Signature  

Date  

May 26, 2008 

 

 


