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Candidate Name Les Ponomarchuk 

Position sought King County Superior Court Position #10 

Residence LD 32nd Legislative District 

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No, the incumbent is retiring. 

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name Committee to Elect Les Ponomarchuk Superior Court Judge #10 

Web page 

 

www.lesforjudge.com 

Campaign Email 

address 

committee@lesforjudge.com 

Manager Stephanie Chu 

Campaign mailing 

address 

800 Fifth Avenue, #101-182, Seattle, WA 98104 

Campaign phone 

number 

206.518.2383 

Campaign FAX  206.363.3036 
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

University of Washington.  Bachelor of Arts with Distinction in History.  1983 

Seattle University School of Law.  Juris Doctorate.  1986 

 

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

Represented survivors of domestic violence in protection order hearings, represented 

parties in custody cases; served as a volunteer mediator with Columbia Legal Services.  

My representation included client interviews, research, and court appearances, 

including trials.  Being a sole practitioner I would represent one pro bono client at a 

time until resolution of their matter. 

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

No 

 

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

Yes.  King County Superior Court and King County Northeast District Court.  Five 

criminal cases. 
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Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

Volunteer mediator with Columbia Legal Services and the King County Volunteer Settlement 

Conference Mediator.  Approximately 10 times. 

 

I was a professional mediator, hired by attorneys, to assist in custody and property/debt 

division cases.  Approximately 15 times. 

 

I was appointed a special master, by the King County Superior Court Family Law 

Commissioners to preside over discovery matters in a litigated domestic violence protection 

order case. 
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How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court Approximately 10 

District Court Approximately 30 

Superior Court jury trials 1000’s of court appearances, 25 trials, one jury trial.  

Arguments in Court of Appeals  

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

 

Federal District Court trials  

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League Pending 

King County Bar Association 
Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Washington Women Lawyers 
Pending 

Loren Miller Bar Association 
Pending 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

Pending 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

Pending 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

Exceptionally Well Qualified 

 

 

 

Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

Seattle Police Management Association; King County Corrections Guild; King County 

Court Protection Guild; Sen. Rosemary McAuliffe (1st District); Sen. Adam Cline (37th 

District); Rep. Glenn Anderson (5th District); Rep. Judy Clibborn (41st District); 21 

incumbent King County Superior Court, District Court and Municipal Court judges; 3 

retired judges. 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

Judge Jim Doerty and Judge Kimberley Prochnau (both King County Superior Court) 
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Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

There have been no claims. 

 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

None 

 

 

 

   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

For the past ten years I have served as a full time Superior Court Commissioner and 

substitute judge presiding over 15 different calendars.  Prior to that, for six years I served 

as a substitute court commissioner and judge at the request of the court or attorneys. In 

the 1999 and 2003 surveys of King County Attorneys (results were not published for 

commissioners in 2007), I received the highest ratings among family court commissioners 

in the areas of knowledge of the law, courtroom efficiency, impartiality and demeanor. 

 

I am considered expert in the domestic violence community and by my peers and superiors 

when dealing with domestic violence protection order cases and I currently preside over 

the King County Superior Court Civil Protection Order Review Calendar.  I have had three 

very successful tours of duty in Juvenile Court. 

 

My ability to get to the root of the legal issue presented in an efficient, but fair manner has 

been my hallmark. 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

 

Given the far reaching impact that the court system has in many people’s lives, centralizing 

the Family and Juvenile Courts should increase efficiency, cut costs of operation while 

maximizing resources resulting in an expedited resolution of cases. 
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What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

I have served as a member of the Judge’s Interpreter Committee that oversees 

interpretation services for the King County Superior Court system.  Improving access to 

justice requires that indigent ethnic minorities understand the legal proceedings of which 

they are a participant.  As part of this committee, I strive to streamline the process of 

hiring interpreters and developing procedures for pro se litigants to access interpreter 

services.  In addition, I advise fellow commissioners as to the protocols and procedures to 

ensure that a litigant’s needs are being met. 

 

To increase access to justice in the dependency area I participated in the filming of the 

tutorial DVD titled Keep Your Eyes on the Prize that explains the court process in 

dependency cases.  The goal of the DVD is to have parties understand the process and 

system thereby increasing their participation in the process. 

 

I serve on the Language Forms Committee that develops a bank of legal forms and orders 

that are printed in both a target language and English in order to allow litigants to 

understand the legal forms and pleadings they are using.  The committee focused on 

setting priorities as to specific orders and pleadings recognizing those situations most 

likely to be used by  pro se litigants and the needs they have.  The first target language 

was Spanish.  The goal of the committee is to further expand the specific languages used 

thereby improving access to the judicial system. 

 

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 

 

Civil – creating a system (staffed by trained legal professionals) where pro se litigants are 

interviewed immediately upon coming to court to determine the true nature of their legal 

issues and establish them in an appropriate legal mode; this would reduce the number of 

cases that are not actually contested, but where people frequently do not know how to 

properly proceed.  For those with true litigation needs, the process can set them on the 

proper course of evidence gathering and trial preparation.  Cases coming to trial will be 

prepared reducing the actual time for trial which currently is bogged down with 

administrative and procedural complications thereby allowing more cases to be processed. 
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Criminal – decriminalizing some current crimes that do not affect public safety or innocent 

persons would reduce the dockets that are currently flooded with such cases.  

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

Lead Family Court Commissioner serving as chair for the Family Law Operations Workgroup 

which brings defender agencies, the prosecutor, the court, attorneys and facilitators 

together to streamline judicial process in the areas of child support enforcement and 

paternity establishment. 

 

Coordinated Response to Domestic Violence and Child Maltreatment Oversight Committee 

member.  This committee brings prosecutor, court, advocate, public health, shelter 

organizations, law enforcement, therapists and treatment providers together to coordinate 

an appropriate public response to the issues facing children as a result of domestic 

violence. 

 

King County Coalition Against Domestic Violence Family Law Workgroup brings domestic 

violence victim advocates, visitation supervisors, attorneys, therapists, evaluators and the 

court together to address improved legal response to the issues of domestic violence in 

the community.  The current project is creating appropriate assessment tool protocols for  

evaluators to consider domestic violence issues in parenting plan investigations.  

 

King County Superior Court Judges Interpreter Committee oversees the implementation of 

interpreter services for the superior court system. 

 

King County Superior Court Judges Language Committee oversees the preparation and  

implementation of bilingual court forms and orders to assist those litigants for whom 

English is a second language. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 7 of 8  Rev New   

  

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

 

Yes.  There is an absolute need for an increase in legal services for the working class and 

indigent populations.  But as a sitting jurist it is difficult for me to agree that non lawyers 

can perform the complex and challenging issues faced in law suits without the benefit of 

formal legal education and training.  It has been difficult enough to monitor and enforce 

proper representation among attorneys even under the auspices of the Washington State 

Bar Association and its’ disciplinary arm.  I am concerned that expanding the opportunities 

for non lawyers to practice law will create a situation where there will be no meaningful 

oversight and accountability.   I would be in support of a legal technician rule, provided 

there is extensive training, testing and licensing requirements and the legal services to be 

performed are extremely well defined. 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

From 1985 until 1998 I served as a volunteer guardian ad litem with the King County Court 

Appointed Special Advocate Program (C.A.S.A.).  I was a guardian ad litem representing the 

best interests of children in contested visitation and custody proceedings in superior court.  

I had to investigate files, interview the parents and witnesses, prepare reports and testify in 

court.  We were considered the “eyes and ears of the court” by making home visits and 

protecting the children.  I served on dozens of cases. 

 

After coming onto the King County Superior Court bench, I started participating in 

trainings of guardians ad litem, both in the C.A.S.A. program and as part of the 

Guardianship registry for professional guardians. 

 

 

How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

In my previous practice I had administrative staff that were people of color.  Although I do 

not hire staff in my current position in Superior Court, I have had many people of color 

under my direct supervision.   
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My campaign manager is a woman of color. 

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

 

The main message of my campaign is that after ten years of full time judicial experience  

I am uniquely qualified to serve as a superior court judge and can hit the ground running 

when I take office. 

My campaign plan is to reach as many voters as possible, from sign waving, to extensive 

mailings and door belling throughout the 17 legislative districts of King County. 

I started the process of door belling, plan on six targeted pieces of mail, plan on spending 

raising 80,000 dollars and have a paid and volunteer staff that consists of a campaign 

consultant, manager, treasurer, comptroller, legislative liaison, web master, and numerous 

other volunteers. 

 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Les Ponomarchuk 

Signature  

Date  6.15.2008 

 

 


