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Candidate Name Tim Bradshaw 

Position sought King County Superior Court, Position 01   

Residence LD 43rd  

Are you the 

incumbent?   

No. Dept. 01 will be vacated by Judge Mertel’s announced 

retirement.  

Campaign Information 

Campaign Name The Committee To Elect Tim Bradshaw 

Web page 

 

 www.BradshawForJudge.org 

Campaign Email 

address 

 BradshawForJudge@gmail.com  

Manager  Moxie Media consultants 

Campaign mailing 

address 

 P.O. Box 12922, Seattle, WA 98111  

Campaign phone 

number 

 206-902-8120 

Campaign FAX   
 

Candidate Background: Community service, education, employment and other relevant 

experience.  

Which undergraduate and law schools have you attended?  Include Graduation date, degrees.  

 My Juris Doctor was conferred by the Seattle University School of Law, 1988. I was elected Class 

Speaker. 

 My Bachelor of Arts was conferred by the University of Puget Sound, 1984, Double Major in 

Political Science and Public Administration.  

Hours and types of pro bono work performed. 

My entire career has been one of public service.  And as a member of the MDOP 

homicide unit that responds to crime scenes anywhere in King County, 24/7, it has 

been my privilege to work for victims and witnesses and families regardless of 

economic status. I support making reasonable pro bono service a requirement for civil 

practitioners.  

 

Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity? If yes, where and how long? 

Yes.  The Office of The King County Prosecuting Attorney. During my two-decade 

tenure, I tried cases involving sexual assault, domestic violence, animal cruelty, and was 

a founding member of the Homicide Unit.  I tried cases such as the Northlake Shipyard 

Murders, and Cold Case trial of the killer of Mia Zapata.  I specialized in DNA evidence 

(including exonerations) and tried the first DNA case in County History. I also 
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specialized in arson cases such as Paul Keller and Martin Pang. I served in the Appellate  

Unit as well. In 2000, Norm Maleng presented me the Outstanding Trial Advocacy 

Award.  

  

Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If yes, where and how many cases? 

No. As a quasi-judicial officer, however, I have “defended” many potential suspects 

from wrongful charging decisions, DNA exonerations, and declined charges all 

together.  

Have you ever served as an arbitrator or Mediator?  If yes, where and how many times? 

No. 

 

 

 

How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Municipal Court None 

District Court  I handled hundreds of cases in Renton and Shoreline DC  

Superior Court jury trials  125 

Arguments in Court of Appeals  Approximately 15 

Arguments in State Supreme 

Court 

 3-4 

Federal District Court trials  None 

 

 

What ratings and endorsements have you received? 

Municipal League  Not yet scheduled 

King County Bar Association 
 Exceptionally Well QualifiedExceptionally Well QualifiedExceptionally Well QualifiedExceptionally Well Qualified    

Washington Women Lawyers 
    Highly Qualified            

Loren Miller Bar Association 
 Well Qualified 

QLAW: the GLBT Bar 

Association 

 Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Latina/Latino Bar 

Association 

 Exceptionally Well Qualified 

Joint Asian Judicial 

Evaluation Committee 

 Well Qualified 
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Which organizations and individuals have endorsed you in this race? 

The LD process, labor unions, and community endorsements are beginning.  I am very 

proud of my expanding list of supporters which includes: 

Judges: 

Chair: Hon. Bobbe J. Bridge, Supreme Court Justice (ret).  

Hon. Susan Agid, Court of Appeals Judge 

Hon. Ann Schindler, Court of Appeals Judge 

Hon. Patricia Clark, Superior Court Judge  

Hon. Richard Eadie, Superior Court Judge 

Hon. Steven Gonzalez, Superior Court Judge 

Hon. Richard McDermott, Superior Court Judge  

Hon. Jeffrey Ramsdell, Superior Court Judge 

Hon. Jim Rogers, Superior Court Judge  

Hon. Michael Spearman, Superior Court Judge (ret.) 

Hon. Mary I. Yu, Superior Court Judge 

Hon. Marianne Spearman, District Court Judge 

Hon. Susan Noonan, District Court Commissioner 

Attorneys: 

Ann Bremner 

David Bruce 

Allen Draher 

Donovan Flora 

Scott Fogg 

Steven Fogg 

Kathy Goater  

George and Kathy Giles 

Murray Gutterson 

Lem Howell 

Peter Kelly 

Mike Lang 

Lisa Marchese 

Craig Matheson 

Mike McKay, former U.S. Attorney for Western WA 

Karen Murray 

Lew Pritchard 

Chair: David Roberson   

Anthony (Tony) Savage 

Mike Savage 
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Michele Shaw 

Craig Sims 

Jeffrey Smith  

Timothy Tesh 

Cyrus Vance, Jr. 

Ron Ward, former President of the Washington State Bar Association   

 

Hundreds of Citizens. Of note: 

Chuck Armstrong, Pres. Seattle Mariners 

Michael Ciesynski 

Carolyn and Don Dembiczak 

Benjamin K.C. Lee, WA Chinese Chamber of Commerce 

Jim Kovacevich, former Democratic Party officer 

Paula Lustbader 

Chair: Judy Maleng 

Mark Maleng 

Kent Matheson 

Peggy Nesland 

 

 

 

Which judicial candidates have you endorsed in the past five years? 

 The policy of the KCPA does not allow for endorsement of judicial candidates. 

 

 

 

Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice 

carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation.  

No. 

 

 

List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct 

Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of 

paper.) 

 In twenty years of practice I can recall only one (by a former criminal defendant and 

against his own atty). The WSBA found the claim to be without merit.    
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   What is your strongest area of legal expertise?    

 The last three years I have practiced civil procedure and civil commitments. But my 

expertise is in the criminal law. With twenty years experience and well over 100 jury 

trials—many complex and the most serious under law--in the Superior Court, I am imbued 

with an intimate knowledge of this Court, its procedures, and the rules of evidence.  I also 

have a rare knowledge of the application of science to forensics. Perhaps most important, I 

have witnessed during the course of these trials the judicial skill and courtroom 

management of some of the best judges in our State. These include, Richard Jones, Robert 

Lasnik, Ricardo Martinez, Joan DuBuque, Larry Jordan, Ronald Kessler, Bobbe Bridge, Susan 

Agid, George Mattson, Sharon Armstrong, CV Johnson, Michael Hayden, and Charles Mertel, 

to name a few.      

 

   What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and 

administration? 

  My recommendation is that we fund the justice system as a respected, independent, equal 

branch of government.  The general issue of inadequate funding of WA courts is well 

documented. See “Justice in Jeopardy” and task force reports.  Indeed, our courts are 

among the least supported in the United States. And it is getting worse.  

  The specific issue is how to best use the monies that are available.  Be aware that the 

King County budget the next few years is expected to be its most challenged in decades.  

To streamline and economize, one should look primarily at the criminal calendar. This is 

because upwards of 90% of the available budget is spent there. To that end, an intimate 

understanding of the administration of criminal cases is invaluable.  Specialized courts 

such as Drug Court and Unified Family Court aid in efficiency.  Similar streamlining of 

cases that minimize jail costs--including mental health consideration--would be optimal.  

Finally, the separate but related issue of juror payment must not be forgotten. The pending 

proposal to increase juror pay should be implemented.  

What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial 

system? 

 YWCA “Girls First—Intro to law” program; current member of the KCPA Diversity 

Committee. As a public servant and prosecuting attorney, it has been my privilege to 

advocate for witnesses, victims, families regardless of race, sexual orientation, age or 

economic status.  

 

   What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system 

(Civil and Criminal)? 
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  Let’s be concrete. Does the courthouse itself invite access? It could be more user friendly 

in terms of language signs and access for those jurors, witnesses, defendants, victims, and 

lawyers with physical challenges. Once inside, do we practice what we preach.  

 Economically, one practical development that increases such access is the Legal 

Technician rule, especially in the context of family law. The rule makes legal assistance 

more affordable. Criminal defendants have a Constitutional right to counsel but civil legal 

needs studies support what we instinctively know: the poor are overmatched in the justice 

system when approximately 80% must “go it alone” in court.  In this way, access to justice 

IS a form of justice.  

  The judge plays an extraordinarily important role in raising standards and not tolerating 

prejudice and inequality.  

 

 

If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the 

significant accomplishments of those committees or yourself? If not, which committee 

assignments would you seek? 

I would first request assignment to the Civil Calendar since I currently practice civil 

procedure and would like to so focus. As for specific committee assignments, I would defer 

to the presiding judges but request assignment to access to justice with an emphasis on 

technology.          

 

Have you reviewed the General Rule Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice 

of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of the 

proposed Legal Technician Rule?  This rule allows trained, tested and licensed non-

lawyers to provide specifically defined legal services without supervision by a lawyer.  

Please explain. 

Yes, and GR 24. A balance is sought between increasing access to justice and minimizing 

legal costs, and the need to protect the public from legal work that goes beyond the 

proscribed limitations (“the practice of law”) and ensure compliance with the Rules of 

Professional Conduct.   I can tell you that domestic violence advocates, for example, 

provide great assistance to victims obtaining orders of protection. The policy behind this 

rule would also apply beyond family law cases. If expanded, however, continuing legal 

education and other safeguards would be required.  

 

 

Have you been appointed as a guardian or Guardian Ad Litem?  If “yes”, please give the 

details? 

No. 
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How have you promoted diversity within your staff? 

I am currently a member of our office Committee on Diversity.  I would add that I have 

through the years appreciated those courtrooms that made an effort to have its staff reflect 

the face of the community we serve. My commitment to diversity may be gleaned from my 

bar ratings and endorsement list.   

 

 

What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How 

many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  

What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?   

Why will you win? 

  The main message is two-fold.  My legal profile is distinct and made for the King County 

Superior Court because 1) I am the most qualified for position 01. This is a trial court  (this 

is not an election for misdemeanor or appellate court) and I have the most trial experience, 

by far. Moreover, I have the highest rating from the King County Bar. 2) I am dedicated to 

public service and to King County.  My wife and I were raised in King County, attended 

public schools in King County, and are raising our son here. I have served this county 

professionally for twenty years and am devoted to it and continued service.     

  The plan is to communicate the above facts.  My staff consists of both paid personnel as 

well as volunteers (and draftees).  We have printed letters, envelopes, remits, and Thank 

You cards. Targeted, direct mailing and yard signs will follow. Newspaper, law enforcement 

and labor endorsements are also anticipated.  I have begun personally campaigning at 

community events such as the County Democratic Convention and labor meetings. As for 

fundraising, a judge must be economically efficient; so should a judicial candidate.  

Additionally, judicial candidates must not be involved with the solicitation of, or have 

knowledge of, specific campaign contributions.  My committee will raise sufficient funds to 

communicate our message and this effort has begun.  I would add that in these tough 

economic times—for both families and the court budget--one should keep perspective 

regarding the amount of money raised in these campaigns.         

  As the candidate with the most trial competence, relative name recognition, highest 

ratings, and proven dedication to King County, I will win.  
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Thank you for your consideration. 

I have read this questionnaire and understand and approve the content and all 

provided information. 

Printed 

Name 

Timothy A. Bradshaw 

Signature /s/ 

Date: 5/16/08  

 

 


