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Questionnaire for Candidates for Judicial Office 
August 2006 

 
 
 
1. NAME     QUINN-BRINTNALL CHRISTINE 

     (Last)       (First)          (Middle) 
 
Business Address: Court of Appeals, Division 2, 950 Broadway, Suite 300, Tacoma 

98402 
 
Position Sought:     By Election  xxx 
Court of Appeals, Division Two, district 1, position 3 

 
2. Current Position: 

Organization:   Court of Appeals, Division Two, elected in November 2000 
Position/Title:   Chief Judge 
Address:   950 Broadway, Suite 300, Tacoma, WA  98402 
Telephone:   253-593-6145 
Date Started:   November 27, 2000 

 
(a) Are you now an officer or director of any business enterprise other than your law 

practice? No 
 

(b) Describe the nature of your current practice/position (including typical types of 
clients and areas, if any, of specialization).  See next question. 
 

(c) What percentage of your current practice/position involves: 
34% Civil Appeals 
66% Criminal Appeals 
 
Percentages are from Charles Wiggins’ study of 2003 Court of Appeals 
data as analyzed by AOC.  The percentages refer to opinions by Division 
Two, not filings. 

 
(d) Within the last five years, how often did you appear in the court for which you are 

being rated? 
   X regularly 
____ occasionally 
____ not at all 

 
If the frequency has varied over this period, describe the variance: 
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(e) Approximate the distribution of your last five years’ appearances in the following 

courts: 
____ %  Municipal Court 
____ %  State District Court 
____ %  State Superior Court 
____ %  Federal District Court 
100   %  Appellate Court 
____ %  Administrative Tribunal 
100% 

 
3. Career Experience: 
 

(a) What percentage of your practice/position over your career has involved: 
20 %  Civil Litigation 
75 %  Criminal Litigation (including appeals) 
  5 %  Non-litigation 

100% 
 
(b) State the number of cases which during your total career you have tried to verdict 

or judgment (rather than settled) in the following courts and indicate for each 
court the percentage of those trials in which you were sole counsel or chief 
counsel and the percentage which were jury trials. 

 
Number Court   Chief counsel            Jury 
______ Municipal   %   % 
400-500 (?) * State District   100%   20%  
50 (est.) ** State Superior   75%   90% 
______ Federal District  %   % 
______ Administrative  %   % 
 

(c) Describe generally the nature and extent of your trial experience: 
 
*  As a Rule 9 intern, I tried a misdemeanor jury trial every Friday for perhaps a 
year or longer.  I also handled two bench trial calendars most weeks with about 
32 cases per calendar.  This was normal work for a prosecutor at the time. 
 
**  The Superior Court cases are the estimated number of trials in King County 
and Pierce County.  Trial experience in Pierce County included many major 
felony cases. 
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4. Colleges and Universities Attended (include dates of attendance and degrees): 
 

Oregon State University, 1969-70 (left to travel) 
University of Oregon, 1970-73 (left when father died) 
The Evergreen State College, 1975-76, B.A., philosophy 

 
5. Law Schools Attended (include dates of attendance): 

 
University of Puget Sound, 1977-80, J.D., cum laude 
 

6. Date of Admission to Practice in Washington: 
 
October 24, 1980 
 

7. Dates of Admission to Practice in Other Jurisdictions: 
 
United States Supreme Court, admitted June 16, 1986 
United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit, May 24, 1982 
United States District Court, Western District of Washington, January 5, 1981 
 

8. Employment History (in reverse chronological order; legal and non-legal): 
 
(a) Name of Employer:  Court of Appeals, Division Two 

Dates of Employment: since November 27, 2000 
Position/Titles: Judge (served as Chief Judge since April 2004) 
Address: 950 Broadway, Suite 300, Tacoma, WA  98402 
Nature of practice/position (including frequency of court appearances, if 
applicable):  
 

(b) Name of Employer: Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney Civil Division 
Dates of Employment: 1994 - 2000 
Position/Titles: Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Address: 930 Tacoma Ave. South, Room 946, Tacoma, WA  98402 
Nature of practice/position (including frequency of court appearances, if 
applicable):  
 
Represented 10 departments, boards, etc over six years on land use, 
annexations, incorporations, labor law, deferred compensation, tax collection 
(bankruptcy), contracts, guardian ad litem, trusts, investments, property 
forfeiture, public records, privacy issues, school attendance (Becca), etc.  
Appeared in court occasionally for motions.  Had a major jury trial in 2000 over 
retired supervisors’ claim for overtime back pay. 
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(c) Name of Employer: Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney Criminal Division 

Dates of Employment: 1983 - 1994 
Position/Titles: 
 
Recruited by new Prosecuting Attorney William Griffies to create an appeals unit. 
 
Promoted three months later to Chief Criminal Deputy, 1983-86.  Had a staff of 
about 50 and was responsible for all criminal prosecutions.  Appeared in court on 
a daily basis.  Created and standardized charging guidelines.  Drafted guidelines 
for implementing the Sentencing Reform Act in 1984. 
 
Under Prosecuting Attorney John Ladenburg from 1986 to 1994, worked as 
Senior Deputy prosecutor mainly on homicide cases and did extensive appellate 
work, supervising or handling virtually all of the appeals of criminal cases from 
the Pierce County courts.     
 
Address: 930 Tacoma Ave. South, Room 946, Tacoma, WA  98402 
 
Nature of practice/position (including frequency of court appearances, if 
applicable):  
 
Most basic information is included above.  Appeals work at Court of Appeals and 
state Supreme Court included 97 cases that set precedent (according to Lexis). 
 

(d) Name of Employer: King County Prosecuting Attorney 
Dates of Employment: 1981-82 
Position/Titles: Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Address: 516 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA  98401 
Nature of practice/position (including frequency of court appearances, if 
applicable):  
 
For a year or more, I was assigned to the Federal Way district court (then 
unincorporated).  In effect, I served as the chief criminal prosecutor in that court, 
usually with a large daily calendar of criminal and code violations. 
 
In 1982 I moved to the downtown office and appeared on a daily basis in King 
County Superior Court or Juvenile Court on criminal cases.  Most of my trial 
experience at this time was in homicide cases (usually sat second or third chair).  
On lesser felonies, I was sole or lead counsel.  I was also responsible for 
handling appeals to state and federal courts. 
 

(e)  Name of Employer: Court of Appeals, Division One 
Dates of Employment: 1980-81 
Position/Titles: Law Clerk to Judge James A. Anderson 
Address: Seattle, WA  98401 
Nature of practice/position (including frequency of court appearances, if 
applicable): Duties included drafting opinions on over 200 appellate cases.  
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(f) Name of Employer: King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 

Dates of Employment: 1978 – 1980 
Position/Titles: Intern and Rule 9 Intern 
Nature of practice/position: Appeared in district or superior court daily.  Argued 
cases before the Court of Appeals, Division One and Division Two.  Was sole 
counsel on five felony jury trials before being admitted to the bar. 
 

(g) University of Puget Sound Law School, Tacoma, 1977-78 
 

Researched and clerked for law professors drafting Law Review articles.  Was 
teaching assistant to Carolla Kinsey, legal writing instructor.  

 
(h) Block’s Furniture, 8219 South Tacoma Way, Tacoma, 98499, 1975-77.  Worked 

as assistant credit manager. 
 
(i) Previous work: motor pool dispatcher, typist, cocktail waitress, receptionist, gas 

station attendant, and tuna cleaner. 
 

 
9. Identify all your experience as a neutral decision maker (e.g., judge (permanent or pro 

tem) in any jurisdiction, administrative law judge, tribal court judge, arbitrator, hearing 
officer, etc.): 

 
 Judge, Court of Appeals, 2000-2006. 
 Hearings examiner, Pierce County Deferred Compensation Fund, 1995-2000. 

 
 

10. Identify all significant mediation experience (e.g., privately, through a court, or through a 
recognized mediation service): 

 
Becca mediation process between school districts, students, and parents as method for 
implementing the state legislation on school truancy.  Six years, 1994-2000. 

 
 
11. If you have ever been a judge, identify any court committees on which you have served, 

or administrative positions you have held, including dates: 
 

Judge, Court of Appeals since November 2000. 
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals, Division Two, since April 2004. 
Board for Judicial Administration since April 2004. 
Court Improvement Funding task force since April 2004. 
Chair, Education Committee, National Council of Chief Judges, since October 2005. 
 
 

12. List the public offices you have held, including dates, and briefly describe the duties: 
 
Court of Appeals judge, 2000-2006 
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13. List your professional and bar activities, including dates: 

 
WSBA Court Rules and Procedures Committee, member for 17 years (starting in 1986); 
Chair, Guardian ad Litem subcommittee, 1997-98 
 
Literacy Outreach / Violence Prevention Task Force, 1998-2000. 
Supreme Court task force on Judicial Information System court rules, 1997-98. 
Legislative Committee of Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association, 1996-97. 
 
Served on numerous WSBA committees, including five years on the Committee of Law 
Examiners (two years as an examiner).  
 
Served on a state Corrections Committee and on a Supreme Court task force on 
representation of prisoners. 
 
Previously active in Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys. 

 
 
14. List your publications: 
 

CLE materials on many topics including voir dire, criminal case updates, DWI 
prosecutions, appellate brief writing, appellate procedure, and oral argument. 

 
“GAL Attorney Fees,” The Bar News (Tacoma-Pierce County Bar Association), April 
2000. 

 
 

15. List your community or civic activities: 
 
I currently participate in activities sponsored by organizations dedicated to building a 
better, safer community.  
 

 Tutor at-risk children in Tacoma public schools. 

 Serve on the boards of Emergency Food Network, Tacoma Youth Symphony, 
and Werlin Reading Teams. 

 Serve on advisory board of Christian Brotherhood Academy, a private school 
in the Hilltop area of Tacoma. 

 Walk in Cancer Society Relay for Life. 

 Active folk dancer. 

 Play flute for church service. 

 Church outreach projects include Tacoma Rescue Mission, Faith Homes, 
Habitat for Humanity, and others. 
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Previous community activities have included: 

o PTA board member 

o Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Sea Scouts 

o Sunday School teacher 

o Foreign student exchange program 

o Foster parent, Christian Children’s Fund 

o Paint Tacoma Beautiful 

o Habitat for Humanity fund raising 

o March of Dimes 

o Pierce County Playwrights’ Festival 

o Dash Point Players 

o Tacoma Youth Symphony board of directors since 1986 (and past 
president) 

 

15. List honors or special recognition you have received in professional or community life, or 
during your legal education: 

 
Outstanding Woman Law Student, 1978-79 and 1979-80, University of Puget Sound 
UPS Law Review, 1979-80 
Graduated cum laude, UPS School of Law 
 
 

17. (DELETED) 
 
 

18. (DELETED) 
 
 

19. Describe the nature and extent of your participation in activities with a purpose of 
furthering access to justice, e.g., professional services rendered at no or reduced fee to 
persons of limited means or to public service or charitable groups or organizations; 
service in activities for improving the law, the legal system or the legal profession; 
financial support for organizations that provide legal services to persons of limited 
means. 

 
Since 2004, I have served on the Court Improvement Funding task force, which has 
pursued improvements at the state level in civil legal services, dependency 
representation, and qualified interpreters. 
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20. Have you ever been disciplined or determined to be in breach of ethics or professional 

conduct by any court, administrative agency, bar association, disciplinary committee, 
judicial conduct commission, or other professional group?    

 
No. 
 
 

21. Since the date you were first admitted to the Washington State Bar, by plea of guilty (or 
its equivalent) or by trial, have you ever been convicted of a crime (regardless of whether 
the plea or its equivalent was later withdrawn or the conviction later vacated or voided in 
some other way)?  If so, please give the particulars, including the outcome. 

 
When traffic offenses were criminal (until 1982), I was convicted under the Seattle 
Municipal Code of violating a yellow traffic light as a lesser included offense of violating a 
red light. 
 
 

22. Why should you be appointed or elected to this judicial position? 
 

First, I should be re-elected because I have done a good job and served the public well 
since being elected to the Court of Appeals in 2000.  I have become a valued member of 
the court and earned the support and endorsement of my colleagues. 
 
Second, my background as a criminal prosecutor (15 years) is important because 2/3 of 
the opinions in the Court of Appeals, Division Two, are criminal cases.  Colleagues value 
this background and recognize that it strengthens the Court of Appeals as a team.  In 
this election, I am the only candidate with significant experience in criminal law. 

 
Overall, a good judge on the Court of Appeals needs extensive trial and appellate 
experience in both criminal and civil law.  I have that experience.  I am the only 
candidate in this election with those qualifications. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to complete this questionnaire. 
 
For summary information, and a synthesis of the material that is most relevant to the 
public, please see my campaign website, www.QBappeals.com.  That site includes 
Qualifications, Endorsements, and other material. 


